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Art and Letters, the social pleasures of an exalted station and
great wealth, all were at an end; and, deprived of all their
possessions, they went forth to lead a nomadic and poverty-
stricken existence for eighteen years.

Pietro spent all the remaining nine years of his life in
fruitless endeavours to get himself reinstated in Florence by
force of arms, not seeing that this was just the way to defeat
his object, by setting the Florentines still more against him.
His father, had he found himself in a like position, would
have left no stone unturned to make the Florentines recall him
voluntarily; but Pietro lacked his father's wisdom, and so
turned to those measures which could by no possibility obtain
for him success. He became a pawn on the political chess-
board to be used whenever any state found itself in opposition
to Florence; and in this way various states in turn lent him
troops, with which he made three successive attempts against
Florence, which all proved abortive. In these endeavours the
Medici brothers wandered from state to state in Italy, but
after five years of failure, which rightly or wrongly they
attributed to Pietro's proverbial misfortune, his two brothers
and their cousin Giulio separated themselves from him, de-
claring that they should never succeed while combined with
him. Having already sought the protection in turn of most of
the states of Italy, and finding themselves becoming regarded
as troublesome refugees, the trio, Giovanni, Giuliano, and
Giulio, determined to abandon Italy for a time, and in 1499
started on a wandering tour "to traverse the principal coun-
tries of Europe."

They went first into Germany, where on reaching Ulm they
were arrested and sent under a guard to the Emperor Maxi-
milian, who, however, released them and treated them well,
complimenting Giovanni "on bearing his adverse fortune with
patience, -and on his prudence in employing the time which
was, thus at his disposal in gaming a knowledge of foreign
^countries." Experiencing various adventures, and being sev-
eral times detained in custody, they visited during the years